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and his retinue, and, being asked what is astray, makes some
excuse which casts suspicion on no one. The Grandee takes
him by the hand and enters the pavilion; and Zelikha, seeing
them thus, fears that she has been betrayed, and at once
charges Joseph with having attempted her honour. Joseph
denies the charge and tells the truth, declaring that it was
Zelikha who tempted him. But the Grandee believes his
wife, and, bitterly reproaching Joseph, orders the gaoler to
bear him off to prison. Joseph silently prays to God to
manifest his innocence; and, in response, an infant three
months old in the arms of its mother (a kinswoman of
Zelfkha's who is present amongst the suite) lifts up its voice
and declares that if the garment of Joseph be rent in front
Zelikha is the truth-speaker, but that if it be rent behind then
it is Joseph. Potiphar examines Joseph's garment, and, finding
it rent behind, is convinced by this miracle of the lad's
innocence; whereupon he upbraids Zelikha, and prays Joseph
to keep silence on the whole matter.

Nevertheless the report of Zelikha's unrequited love for
her Hebrew slave spreads through the city, and the Egyptian
ladies are loud in their denunciations of the Grandee's wife.
In order to silence them, Zelfkha invites them to a splendid
banquet, and at the close of it she asks them whether they
would like to see the slave for loving whom they blame
her so bitterly. On their replying that they would greatly
like to do so, she persuades Joseph to come before them,
having previously given to each lady an orange, which was
held to be an aid to digestion. They are holding these
oranges in their hands, ready to cut them after they have
seen the wondrous slave; but on his appearing they are so
overcome by his dazzling beauty that they all cut their
hands instead of their oranges. Some, moreover, die of ecstasy
straightway; others go mad for love, and never again recover